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OGC HAS REVIEWED. 13 october 1947 S

MIMORANDUM FOR TH” LXTCUDIVE FOR I & S

Subjeet: Congressionnl Inquiries

1. Ue refor to your memorandun dated 30 Septenber on
Releuse of Informution to Congress., FParagraph 4(L) of that
merorandun suggests that classified material Carry &n ape
propriate precautionary notice to preclude further unauthori~
zed dlssemination. The two phrases sucrested were:

(a) This document is fummished for use of the
reciplent only. Reproduction, quotation, or further
dlssemination 18 not suthorized without specific au=-
thority of the Director of Central Intellic-ence.

(b) This document contains informetion alfoeting
the nationel defense of the United States within the
rneaning of the ‘ispionare Aect, 50 USC 31 and 32, &3
smended. Its transmission or the rovelatlion of its
contents in any mennsr to an unsuthorized parson 1s
prohiblted by law, :

‘The question has now arisen whether elther of these wvernings

would have any effect in view of the Congressman's constitue-
tional irmunity from responsibility for his statementa. A
roview of the law indicates that this impunity is absolute

when the staterents are made on the floor of the House or

Senate and extends to publication of the Congressional Pecord

or the published hearings of the Congressional Committee. Under
such clrcumstances, any warning swould merely put the lesislotor
on notlce with the naturse of the information, but in no vay
binding. In sych cases, dlgeiplinery action could be taken

only by his Tellow Congrossmen.

2. In the case of dlsclosures made by Congressmen oute-

lside of Congress, the immunity would not apply. lembers of

Congress are subject to prosegution in the same manner gs
other private ecitizens,. Consequently, = warning would be of
real weight in precluding unsuthorized disclosurecs outside
of Congreas,

3. Under the circumstances, it is our feeling that the
form set forth in (b) above is proeferable and more effective,
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In any case, we have in our experience in the past found thet
such a statement printed or stamped notlceably on documents
golng outside the Agency was notieeably eoffective in the care-
ful hendling of informstion by the reciplient,
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